
Basic Disaster Supplies Kit 

OCRACES has an extremely compre-
hensive list of duty-bag supplies, developed 
by our members several years ago. (See 
http://www.ocraces.org/supplies.html.) The 
list needs some updating, but is still one of 
the best RACES go-bag lists in the nation. 
Later in 2016, we might schedule a duty-
bag inspection for all members, just to 
make sure we are well-equipped and pre-
pared for deployment. 
Meanwhile, are you and your family 

prepared for your own emergency? When a 
major disaster hits, you need to make sure 
your family is OK first, before you respond. 
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
has posted its recommendation for a Basic 
Disaster Supplies Kit on its official Web 
site at http://www.ready.gov/kit. A basic 
emergency supply kit could include the 
following recommended items: 

 

¶ Water, one gallon of water per per-
son per day for at least three days, 
for drinking and sanitation 

¶ Food, at least a three-day supply of 
non-perishable food 

¶ Battery powered or hard crank ra-
dio and a NOAA Weather Radio 
with tone alert and extra batteries 
for both 

¶ Flashlight and extra batteries 

¶ First-aid kit 

¶ Whistle to signal for help 

¶ Dust mask to help filter contami-
nated air and plastic sheeting and 
duct tape to shelter in place 
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¶ Moist towlettes, garbage bags, and 
plastic ties for personal sanitation 

¶ Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities 

¶ Manual can opener for food 

¶ Local maps 

¶ Cell phone with chargers, inverter, 
or solar charger 

You may want to consider adding the 
following items: 

¶ Prescription medication and glasses 

¶ Infant formula and diapers 

¶ Pet food and extra water for pet 

¶ Cash or travelerôs checks; change 

¶ Important family documents such as 
copies of insurance policies, identi-
fication, and bank-account records 
in a waterproof, portable container 

¶ Sleeping bag or warm blanket for 
each person 

¶ Complete change of clothing in-
cluding a long-sleeved shirt, long 
pants, and sturdy shoes 

¶ Household chlorine bleach (not 
scented, color safe, or with added 
cleaners) and medicine dropper; 
when diluted (nine parts water to 
one part bleach), bleach can be used 
as a disinfectant. In an emergency, 
you can use it to treat water with 16 
drops per gallon of water 

¶ Fire extinguisher 

¶ Matches in a waterproof container 

¶ Mess kits, paper cups, plates, paper 
towels, and plastic utensils 

¶ Paper and pencil 
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OCRACES Celebrates Holiday Dinner 
OCRACES celebrated its annual Holiday Dinner on Monday, December 7, 2015, at Ricardoôs Don Jos® in Orange. 

The food was great, and added to it were delicious cakes from Rockwellôs Bakery in Villa Park, provided by OCSD Com-
munications & Technology Division Program Support Manager Delia Kraft, KR6AFT. Also from the Division were Di-
rector Robert Stoffel, KD6DAQ, who warmly expressed his appreciation for the participation of OCRACES members 
throughout the year. Our new RACES Program Coordinator, Emergency Communications Manager Lee Kaser, KK6VIV, 
was also at the Dinner, with his lovely girlfriend Denise Noordman. Awards were given, such as those with longest mem-
bership, and those with most participation in events and nets. Bob McFadden, KK6CUS, was named Officer of the Year, 
and Randy Benicky, N6PRL, was named Member of the Year. 
OCRACES members who enjoyed the Holiday Dinner, some with family members, included: Assistant Radio Officer 

Jack Barth, AB6VC, and his wife Carolyn; Randy Benicky, N6PRL, and his wife Lee Anne, KI6VUH; Roger Berchtold, 
WB6HMW; Chief Radio Officer Ken Bourne, W6HK, and his wife Carol, N6YL; David Corsiglia, WA6TWF; Ray 
Grimes, N8RG, and his wife Carol, WB6VMH; Walter Kroy, KC6HAM, and his wife Terey; Martin La Rocque, N6NTH, 
and his son Rod, KK6DBP; Assistant Radio Officer Bob McFadden, KK6CUS; Fran Needham, KJ6UJS, and his wife 
Sharon and daughter Mona; Radio Officer Harvey Packard, KM6BV, and his wife Jan; Kenan Reilly, KR6J; Applicant 
Tony Scalpi, N2VAJ; and Ken Tucker, WF6F, and his wife Vicki. 
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