
C laims of advanced features in new 

amateur radio equipment are getting a 

bit far-fetched, especially when stating that 

AI (Artificial Intelligence) is featured. AI 

claims often overstate automation, perfor-

mance, and safety. Claims that a radio is 

“AI-tuned,” “self-optimizing,” or has AI-

powered noise cancellation, or can replace 

operator skill are frequently misleading. 

For example, a manufacturer might claim 

that a radio automatically optimizes SWR, 

filters, and power. They might also claim 

that AI improves sensitivity and selectivity 

beyond hardware limitations. DSP (digital 

signal processing) helps, even if its algo-

rithms are written by AI, but DSP cannot 

exceed the physical signal-to-noise radio st 

by the antenna, front-end, and noise floor. 

I am not aware of any automatic antenna 

tuner, either internal to a transceiver or ex-

ternal, that uses true AI for antenna tuning. 

These tuners use microcontrollers, lookup 

tables, and SWR-driven algorithms—not 

machine learning. These tuners use micro-

processor-controlled L/C networks, not AI. 

The underlying technology includes SWR-

driven matching loops, which measure for-

ward/reflected power and adjust relays or 

motors until SWR drops. Memory recall 

stores L/C settings per frequency for fast 

retuning. Microcontrollers are used, not 

neural networks, using embedded proces-

sors to position roller inductors and capaci-

tors. Automatic tuners use frequency sens-

ing, and some read CAT/CI-V data (a 

transceiver’s serial communication proto-

col) to pre-position components before RF 

is applied. None of these behaviors involve 

pattern recognition, training, or adaptive 

machine learning (ML) models. 

Someday, AI tuners might be devel-

oped. They would require a model trained 

on antenna behavior across environments. 

They would offer real-time prediction of 

impedance versus frequency. Adaptive 

learning would occur from user installa-

tions. They would require hardware capa-

ble of continuous analog measurement and 

ML interference. As far as I can tell, AI 

automatic antenna tuners do not yet exist. 

One new handheld dual-band radio of-

fers an “AI powered Noise Canceller” as a 

feature. Apparently, this is a feature to ana-

lyze and drop background noise when 

transmitting. Nothing in the specifications 

suggests the presence of an ML accelerator, 

neural-network DSP core, or any hardware 

capable of running real AI models. 

Across the ham-radio industry, “AI 

noise reduction” has become a marketing 

term for spectral subtraction, adaptive fil-

tering, voice-enhancement DSP, and dy-

namic noise gating. These are classic DSP 

techniques, not machine learning. 

The “AI Noise Canceller” claimed to be 

in the new radio is probably a single-mic 

DSP noise reducer that attenuates steady 

background noise, a voice-focused filter 

that boosts speech frequencies, and a dy-

namic noise gate that suppresses low-level 

hiss. These are useful features, but they are 

not artificial intelligence, in my opinion.  

CRO’s Nest 
by Ken Bourne, W6HK, Chief Radio Officer Emeritus 

Newsletter of the County of Orange Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service 

Orange County Sheriff’s Department 
Emergency Management Division 

Inside this issue:  

CRO’s Nest 1 

Alinco DJ-W70HT 2 

SharkRF M1KE 2 

Trapped by Wildfire 3 

Armed Forces Day 3 

SteppIR Returns 3 

Hy Gain & Cushcraft 4 

Icom ID-5200 4 

PXdragon DR-9400 4 

OCRACES Meeting 5 

Sidelink Service 5 

Winlink Exercise 5 

RACES News 6 

Events Calendar 7 

OCRACES Members 8 

 

Next 

OCRACES 

Meeting 

Members-Only 

Thursday, 7:00 p.m., 

May 7, 2026, 

at Loma Ridge 

County of  Orange RACES 

NetControl 

AI Claims in Marketing Amateur Radio Equipment 



 

 

Page 2  May 2026 

A linco recently introduced its DJ-W70HT 2-meter/440

-MHz handheld radio, and dealers have quickly sold 

out their initial stock. This dual-band radio includes a 

2600 mAh battery and an 8-watt transmit output. HRO’s 

price is $124.95. 

Alinco claims its DJ-W70HT has many advanced fea-

tures, and offers 8 watts maximum output on both VHF/

UHF and an IP67 dust/water-tight body. CTCSS, DTMF, 

DCS encode/decode, and burst tones are standard for re-

peater access or selective calling. Other features include 

full-color TFT display, direct frequency input, 8-digit al-

phanumeric channel labels, and 200 memory channels that 

can each store operating parameters. In addition, the DJ-

W70HT includes a VHF AM aircraft and FM broadcast 

receiver. 

Features 

• 8 watts output power 

• TFT color LCD display 

• AI-powered noise canceller (claimed) 

• Semi-duplex dual-band V/V-U/U operations 

• IP67 rated dust/water-proof 

• 200 memory channels, any mix of VHF/UHF 

• Internal VOX 

• Frequency-counter function 

• Alphanumeric channel labels 

• Variety of scanning modes 

• Wide and narrow FM TX/RX 

• High-capacity Li-Ion battery pack 

• FM broadcast and AM VHF air-

craft receive 

• FCC certified 

Advanced Features 

• Shift/offset, talk-around, reverse, 

BCLO (busy-channel lockout), 

TOT (time-out timer) 

• Emergency call 

• Two scan lists 

• Variety of scanning modes for 

VFO/memory/FM broadcasts 

• Two programmable function keys; 

shortcut to four functions of your 

choice  

Alinco DJ-W70HT 2-m/70-cm Handheld Radio 

S harkRF has introduced the M1KE (pronounced 

“mike”), a battery-powered, handheld WLAN IP 

transceiver designed for both amateur radio and unlicensed 

use. Besides chatting with other M1KE users, you can talk 

to people living on the other side of the world very easily. 

M1KE integrates the functionality of a traditional digi-

tal transceiver (such as a DMR or other digital radio) with 

the capabilities of a hotspot device like the openSPOT4 

Pro, all within one versatile tool. It is a fully standalone 

transceiver (not a hotspot) and goes beyond the combined 

capabilities of a typical digital transceiver and hotspot. 

M1KE supports direct communication with other 

M1KE devices, with no need for internet connection or 

wireless infrastructure. It also supports Multicast commu-

nication with other M1KE devices over the connected 

wireless network. Compatible networks include IAX2 

(AllStarLink), EchoLink, DMR (Brandmeister, DMRplus, 

DMR-MARC, DVSph, XLX, TGIF, and others), D-STAR 

(XLX, DCS, REF/DPlus, and XRF/DExtra), System Fu-

sion/C4FM (FCS and YFSReflector), NXDN 

(NXDNReflector), P25 (P25Reflector), POCSAG 

(DAPNET), and APRS (APRS-IS). It also supports cus-

tom private networks such as broadcast/multicast gateway 

operation and site linking over 

the internet) and custom private 

servers (SharkRF IP Connector). 

M1KE features a Li-Ion bat-

tery with up to 30 hours of oper-

ation and fast-charging battery 

support. Its MEMS microphone 

has DSP audio processing 

(audio dynamic-range compres-

sion, automatic gain control, 

equalization, noise reduction, 

and special voice effects includ-

ing pitch shift, chorus, delay). 

Speaker output is 750 mW.  

Sunlight-readable, multicol-

or OLED display with brightness control provides real-

time state monitoring. 

Phone and desktop browser compatible web interface 

allows for configuration and monitoring (including remote 

control and live display view with call audio playback). 

RF power output is 21.0 dBm (802.11b, 1 Mb/s). Re-

ceive/transmit frequency range is 2.412-2.484 GHz. 

Price: $408.12 from SharkRF.  

SharkRF M1KE Handheld WLAN IP Transceiver 

Alinco DJ-W70HT. 

SharkRF’s new M1KE 

handheld WLAN IP trans-

ceiver. 

https://www.sharkrf.com/products/m1ke/
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Hams to Participate in Armed Forces Day Test 

A mateur radio operators will participate in the Depart-

ment of Defense’s Armed Forces Day (AFD) Cross-

band Test on May 9, 2026. The annual event will not impact 

any public or private communications. 

For more than 50 years, military and amateur stations 

have participated in this interoperability exercise between 

the amateur and government radio services. The AFD 

Crossband Test provides a unique opportunity to conduct 

two-way communication between military communicators 

and stations in the Amateur Radio Service (ARS), as author-

ized in 47 CFR 97.111. These tests present both opportuni-

ties and challenges for radio operators to demonstrate indi-

vidual technical skills in a tightly controlled exercise scenar-

io. 

ARRL The National Association for Amateur Radio® 

hails the Armed Forces Day Crossband Test as an example 

of the core principles of the U.S. Amateur Radio Service, 

with its volunteers contributing technical proficiency and 

readiness in support of public-service and national needs. 

Military stations will transmit on selected military fre-

quencies and will announce the specific ARS frequencies 

they are monitoring. All times are ZULU (Z), and all fre-

quencies are upper sideband (USB) unless otherwise noted. 

An AFD message will be transmitted using the Military 

Standard (MIL-STD) Serial PSK waveform (M110), fol-

lowed by MIL-STD Wide Shift FSK (850 Hz RTTY), as 

described in MIL-STD 188-110A/B. Technical information 

regarding these waveforms is available at drive.google.com/

drive/folders/1pYDj7kQbm-QAyY4RPtx0dOXKohjaEjq9?

usp=sharing. To document your contacts with a QSL, visit: 

www.usarmymars.org/events-and-announcements and com-

plete the request form. 

The US Naval Academy Amateur Radio Club, 

W3ADO, will activate the historic NSS call sign during the 

Crossband Test. Several Naval Academy midshipmen and 

members of the Potomac Valley Radio Club (PVRC), in-

cluding team leader Frank Donovan, W3LPL, will be oper-

ating on the grounds of the former US Navy radio transmit-

ting facility in Annapolis, Maryland. PVRC is an ARRL 

Affiliated Club.  

Prepare to Be Trapped by a Wildfire 

W hat should you do if you are trapped by a wildfire, 

whether or not you are deployed in RACES? Here 
are the steps you should take, according to the Wildfire Ac-
tion Plan published by CAL FIRE: 

While in Your Vehicle: 

• Stay calm. 

• Park your vehicle in area clear of vegetation. 

• Close all vehicle windows and vents. If possible, cover 

inside of windows with a wool or cotton blanket to 
minimize radiant heat. 

• Cover yourself with a wool or cotton blanket or jacket. 

• Lie on vehicle floor. 

• Use your cell phone to call officials—Call 911. 

While on Foot: 

• Stay calm. 

• Go to an area clear of vegetation, a ditch, or depression 

on level ground, if possible. 

• Lie face down and cover up your body. 

• If near a body of water—pool, creek, pond, lake, etc.—

seek safety in the water or use it to keep distance away 
from the fire. Be careful not to be swept away by mov-
ing water or get too deep. 

• Use your cell phone to call officials—Call 911. 

While in Your Home: 

• Stay calm and keep your family together. 

• Call 911 and inform authorities of your location. 

• Fill sinks and tubs with cold water 

• Keep doors and windows closed but unlocked. 

• Stay inside your house. 

• Stay away from outside walls and windows. 

• Turn on the lights to let emergency officials know you 

are inside the home.  

SteppIR Returns to Ham Antenna Business 

S teppIR exited the consumer market in June 2025. Their 

plan was to pursue commercial projects in search of 

more stable long-term income sources, but they hoped to 

return eventually to the amateur radio market in some form. 

Because of some recent (and continuing) developments on 

the commercial side of things, SteppIR will now be able to 

guarantee future sales of their consumer product line via 

online web sales. All parts and accessories that are on their 

website are available for purchase and will continue to be 

available into the future. Multiple items have been reduced 

in price. 

 

https://www.usarmymars.org/events-and-announcements
https://www.usarmymars.org/events-and-announcements
https://www.arrl.org/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pYDj7kQbm-QAyY4RPtx0dOXKohjaEjq9
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pYDj7kQbm-QAyY4RPtx0dOXKohjaEjq9
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pYDj7kQbm-QAyY4RPtx0dOXKohjaEjq9
https://www.usarmymars.org/events-and-announcements
https://usna.edu/AmateurRadio/index.php
https://www.pvrc.org/
https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/readyforwildfire-website/prepare-for-wildfire/wildfire-action-plan/cal-fire-ready-set-go-brochure-final-files-v4-print.pdf?rev=ad344513a7944becb4be60ffccd91f18&hash=3B7498DD635
https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/readyforwildfire-website/prepare-for-wildfire/wildfire-action-plan/cal-fire-ready-set-go-brochure-final-files-v4-print.pdf?rev=ad344513a7944becb4be60ffccd91f18&hash=3B7498DD635
https://consumer.steppir.com/
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ITU Corporation Buys Hy-Gain and Cushcraft 

I n an expansion of its Indiana footprint, ITU Corpora-

tion has purchased the former Linton National Guard 

Armory to serve as the new manufacturing hub for Hy-

Gain and Cushcraft. By acquiring these brands from MFJ 

Enterprises, ITU is centralizing production at the 15-acre 

Linton site. This new endeavor will bring between 20-50 

new jobs to Linton. 

Martin F. Jue, President and founder of MFJ Enterpris-

es, Inc., announced the sale of the Hy-Gain and Cushcraft 

antenna, rotator, and communication product lines to ITU 

Corporation, a 25 year old Indiana engineering and manu-

facturing company. 

The designs, tooling, specialized equipment, manufac-

turing and marketing rights for Hy-Gain and Cushcraft 

antennas and rotators are included in the sale. 

This announcement includes ITU's purchase of the 

former 15-acre Linton Indiana National Guard Armory 

facility in Linton, Indiana, adding to its current manufac-

turing and corporate facilities located in Dugger, Indiana, 

and to its existing portfolio including LearnLab and 

TekShack subsidiaries. 

ITU President Dave Carpenter commented that this 

new Linton manufacturing operation will employ around 

20 employees initially and up to 50 as the operation moves 

into full production. ITU is moving the entire manufactur-

ing operation from its current Starkville, Mississippi, facil-

ity to the new Linton location. The 500-mile move will 

take about two months to complete.  

Icom ID-5200 144/430-MHz Mobile Transceiver 

P ending FCC availability and FCC approval, Icom is expected 

to introduce its ID-5200 144/430-MHz D-STAR dual-band 

mobile transceiver. With FM and DV (digital voice) transmit/

receive capability, the ID-5200 can receive FM-FM, FM-DV, and 

DV-DV simultaneously. A color touch-screen interface is intended 

for intuitive control and easily navigable settings. Reception is ex-

panded beyond the 2-m/70-cm ham bands to Airband frequencies. 

Equipped with both wireless and Bluetooth, the ID-5200 can 

interface seamlessly with other devices for data exchange and re-

mote control. Internal gateway functionality enables flexible net-

work operation—either in terminal mode or as an access point. An-

other feature is dedicated DV repeater monitoring.  

SCS PXdragon DR-9400 PACTOR Modem 

D eveloped by SCS and distribut-

ed by WiMo, the PXdragon DR

-9400 supports PACTOR-1/-2/-3 and 

PACTOR-4, Packet Radio, and APRS 

with 1200-bps AFSK and 9600-bps 

G3RUH robust packet radio. Recep-

tion modes such as Weather-FAX 

(RX) and RTTY (RX) and an inte-

grated PACTOR monitor expand the 

range of applications. The DR-9400 is 

ideal for email messaging, file syn-

chronization, telemetry, or APRS bea-

coning. Modern signal processing, 

versatile interfaces, and robust proto-

cols make the PXdragon DR-9400 a 

reliable solution for data-oriented ra-

dio operation, even in poor propaga-

tion conditions. Pre-assembled cables 

for common transceivers are ready for 

easy installation, and unterminated 

cables are available for customized 

interfacing solutions. 

Choose between two versions: 

PXN-DR-9400 standard model or 

PXN-DR-9400-BTWF with a Wi-Fi 

and Bluetooth dongle and license key.  

Multi-stage modulation methods 

(PSK, QAM) are featured. It has auto-

matic adjustment to signal strength 

and signal-to-noise ratio. It integrates 

with software such as Winlink Ex-

press, Airmail, and AlphaMail. It is 

capable of high data rate up to 10,500 

bps with PACTOR 4. Automatic re-

peat requests (ARQ) provide 100% 

data integrity. 

Price: $2,089.99 at DX Engineer-

ing.  

Icom ID-5200 144/430-MHz D-STAR dual-band 

transceiver has a separated control/display panel. 

SCS PXdragon DR-9400 PACTOR Mo-

dem supports PACTOR-1/-2/-3/-4. 

https://www.dxengineering.com/parts/pxn-dr-9400-btwf#overview
https://www.dxengineering.com/parts/pxn-dr-9400-btwf#overview
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Next OCRACES Meeting: May 7th 

T he next County of Orange RAC-

ES meeting will be on Thursday, 

May 7, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. It will be 

an in-person training meeting for 

RACES PSRs only, at the EOC RAC-

ES Room at Loma Ridge. Members 

will have an opportunity to become 

more familiar with operating the 

VHF/UHF, HF, and Winlink equip-

ment in the RACES Room. RACES 

PSRs are reminded to register on the 

InTime Calendar.  

Qualcomm Proposes “Sidelink” Service 

O n February 20, 2026, Qualcomm Incorporated 

(Qualcomm) filed a petition asking the Federal Com-

munications Commission (FCC) to initiate a rulemaking to 

allocate spectrum and establish service rules for a new com-

munication service known as “sidelink.” Sidelink is a tech-

nology that allows 5G device-to-device connectivity. 

Qualcomm states that sidelink has the potential to en-

hance and modernize public-safety communications by de-

livering voice, video, and text without relying on network 

infrastructure and by allowing first responders to coordinate 

critical emergency response efforts across agencies and ju-

risdictions. Qualcomm asks that the Commission allocate a 

5-megahertz block of spectrum within a portion of the 1675

-1695 MHz band, and a contiguous 40-megahertz block of 

spectrum within the 5350-5470 MHz band, for the purpose 

of permitting sidelink operations. (These frequencies do not 

fall into the spectrum allocated for amateur radio.) It rec-

ommends an in-band power limit of 36 dBm EIRP for side-

link devices as well as specific out-of-band emission limits 

based on the band where sidelink is operating. Qualcomm 

suggests that operation of sidelink could be under a license-

by-rule framework, with public-safety entities operating on 

a primary basis. It also suggests that access to the sidelink 

bands be available to non-public-safety operations on a sec-

ondary basis to public-safety users. 

The Commission seeks comments on Qualcomm’s peti-

tion (due May 7, 2026, with reply comments due May 

22nd). It notes that the National Telecommunications and 

Information Administration (NTIA) recently announced the 

1675-1680 MHz band as the first part of 500 megahertz of 

spectrum required to be identified for reallocation under the 

One Big Beautiful Bill Act. NTIA also indicated that it is 

continuing feasibility studies on repurposing the 1680-1695 

MHz band, including the potential for identifying the full 

1675-1695 MHz band for auction. Further, the entire 5350-

5470 MHz band is currently classified as a restricted band 

of operation under Part 15 of the rules, and the Commission 

has expressed concerns in the past about new operations 

potentially impacting incumbent operations in the band. 

 

B uilding on the success of our previous exercises, I’m 

excited to announce that the next countywide Win-

link practice exercise is scheduled for the morning of Sat-

urday, June 13, 2026. This is a fantastic opportunity to 

develop your skills with the Winlink P2P Operating Mode, 

and I encourage everyone to participate. 

For this quarter’s exercise, we’ll once again focus on 

sending a Winlink P2P message. I’m also exploring addi-

tionally testing a temporary mobile Winlink gateway, 

which could be a valuable asset during emergencies. 

You’ll have the chance to send messages to “Drill Ops” 

located at Loma Ridge in central Orange County. Detailed 

instructions are being finalized and will be shared with 

you before the exercise to ensure you’re fully prepared. 

Please note that this is an informal practice exercise, 

organized by me, and is not affiliated with any official 

organization. Participation is entirely for your own benefit, 

and this exercise is designed to avoid any conflict with 

city or county government activities. 

Understanding the importance of Winlink P2P is key 

to EmComm preparation. For those who haven’t used it 

before, Winlink P2P is one of four Operating Modes avail-

able in Winlink and does not depend on an intermediate 

Radio Message Server (RMS) or “Gateway” for internet 

connectivity. This mode is expected to play a critical role 

after major disasters when traditional phone, text, and in-

ternet services may be unavailable. I strongly recommend 

using this exercise to build your confidence and familiarity 

with P2P. 

The main goal of this drill is to help you become com-

fortable operating in P2P mode, rather than simply con-

firming your equipment works. In preparation, now is a 

great time to refresh your Winlink skills and ensure your 

equipment is functioning properly. Please verify that your 

Winlink equipment operates in Conventional Mode (using 

a local “Gateway”) before joining the exercise.  

OC Countywide Winlink Exercise: June 13th 
by Scott MacGillivray, KM6RTE, Orange County EmComm Operator 



 

 

Page 6  May 2026 

Countywide RACES/EmComm News 
Amateur Radio Exam Sessions 

SANTA ANA 

Sponsor: Orange County Amateur Radio 

Club 

Date: May 15, 2026 

Time: 5:30 p.m. (no walk-ins / register or call 

ahead) 

Contact: Kenneth O. Simpson 

(714) 651-6535 

Email: VEtesting@w6ze.org 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: Orange County Red Cross 

600 Parkcenter Dr Rm 213 

Santa Ana CA 92705-3518 

Website: https://hamstudy.org/sessions/

W6KOS-OC/all 

LA HABRA 

Sponsor: Western Amateur Radio Associa-

tion 

Date: May 21, 2026 

Time: 5:30 p.m. (walk-ins allowed) 

Contact: George T. Jacob 

(562) 544-7373 

Email: jac2247@gmail.com 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: La Habra Community Center 

101 W La Habra Blvd 

Pre-registration preferred. 

La Habra CA 90631-5401 

FULLERTON 

Sponsor: The PAPA System 

Date: May 23, 2026 

Time: 10:00 a.m. (no walk-ins / register or 

call ahead) 

Contact: Rick Norton 

(562) 698-7758 

Email: rick@rnorton.com 

VEC: Greater LA VEC 

Location: Sizzler Restaurant 

1401 N Harbor Blvd 

Fullerton CA 92835-4105 

Website: https://hamstudy.org/sessions/

WM6M-OC/all 

Orange County Amateur Radio Club 

(OCARC) 

The next meeting of the Orange County Ama-

teur Radio Club (OCARC) will be on Friday, 

May 15, 2026, at 7:00 p.m., at the American 

Red Cross (George M. Chitty Building), 600 

Parkcenter Drive, Santa Ana). 

South Orange Amateur Radio Association 

(SOARA) 

The monthly SOARA member meeting will 

be held on Monday, May 18, 2026, at 6:30 

p.m. at the Norman P. Murray Community 

and Senior Center, 24932 Veterans Way, 

Mission Viejo. Visitors are welcome. 

County of Orange RACES (OCRACES) 

Congratulations to OCRACES Member Dave 

Janisch, formerly KN6HEE and now KN6H, 

who passed his Amateur Extra Class exam on 

March 29, 2026. Striving to be fully compli-

ant with RACES PSR policies, Dave has also 

passed the FEMA ICS-100, -200, -700, and –

800 courses and submitted his certificates to 

Emergency Management Division Deputy 

Director Lee Kaser, KK6VIV. 

Congratulations to OCRACES member 

Lance Rzepiejewski, formerly KO6CXL and 

now AK6TL, who passed his Amateur Extra 

Class exam on April 24, 2026. 

The OCRACES 6-meter repeater on 

52.62 MHz (52.12 MHz input, 103.5 Hz PL) 

has been repaired and is now operational. It’s 

an open split-site repeater. Be advised that it 

has a relatively short time-out timer. 

 

“RACES/

EmComm 

News” provides 

an opportunity 

to share 

information 

from all City & 

County 

RACES/ACS 

units and 

EmComm 

organizations 

and supportive 

amateur radio 

clubs in and 

near Orange 

County, as well 

as from Cal 

OES and 

federal 

agencies. 

Please send 

your news to 

NetControl 

Editor Ken 

Bourne, W6HK, 

at: 

kbourne.ocsd@

earthlink.net 

Bob Matonti, KN6CVB, Silent Key 

We are very sad to report that Laguna 

Woods RACES member Bob Matonti, 

KC6CVB, passed away on Monday, April 

20, 2026. He was born in Brooklyn, New 

York, on March 7, 1947, and joined Laguna 

Woods RACES in 2019. He was a PSR in 

the Orange County Sheriff’s Department 

and often was an actor in active-shooter 

drills. Bob was a past Vice President of the 

Laguna Woods Radio Club and was a La-

guna Woods Disaster Task Force Radio 

Operator. He had been the IT Manager of 

the Huntington Library. He had been a 

CAPP Volunteer & Team Leader, Pasadena 

Police Department. He had also served on 

the BERT response team at the Huntington 

Library. 

Bob is survived by his wife Diane, his 

brother Michael, and several cousins. A 

memoriam to Bob appears on the Laguna 

Woods RACES website at https://

www.lwraces.org/. 

mailto:VEtesting@w6ze.org
https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/bureau-divisions/mobility-division/amateur-radio-service/volunteer-examiner-coordinators
https://hamstudy.org/sessions/W6KOS-OC/all
https://hamstudy.org/sessions/W6KOS-OC/all
mailto:jac2247@gmail.com
https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/bureau-divisions/mobility-division/amateur-radio-service/volunteer-examiner-coordinators
mailto:rick@rnorton.com
https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/bureau-divisions/mobility-division/amateur-radio-service/volunteer-examiner-coordinators
https://hamstudy.org/sessions/WM6M-OC/all
https://hamstudy.org/sessions/WM6M-OC/all
https://w6ze.org/
https://w6ze.org/
https://www.soara.org/
https://ocraces.org/
mailto:kbourne.ocsd@earthlink.net
mailto:kbourne.ocsd@earthlink.net
https://www.lwraces.org/
https://www.lwraces.org/
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Mission Statement 
■ To provide emergency commu-

nication services for the County 

of Orange under the guidance 

of the Orange County Emergen-

cy Manager and Emergency 

Management Division Personnel 

■ These services include, but are not limited to: 

• Support to the County of Orange Emergency 

Management Division with auxiliary communica-

tions capabilities from County Emergency Oper-

ations Center radio room and field locations to 

and from: 

• The general population, 

• Orange County city RACES, EmComm, and 

Public Service organizations, 

• Adjacent counties, and 

• State and Federal Government organizations 

• Provide voice and digital communication ser-

vices in the event of the loss of existing commu-

nications infrastructure including public service 

radio services, cellphone service, internet ser-

vice, conventional power, and any combination 

of these services 

County of Orange RACES 

Orange County Sheriff’s Department, Emergency Management Division 

2644 Santiago Canyon Road, Silverado, CA 92676-9791 

Telephone: (714) 628-7081 ● Fax: (714) 628-7154 

Email: LKaser@OCSheriff.gov 

County of Orange RACES Frequencies 

60 m: 5371.5 kHz USB (dial) (Channel 4) (OC ACS Net—Saturdays, 1000 hours) 

6 m: 52.620 MHz output, 52.120 MHz input, 103.5 Hz PL 

2 m: 146.895 MHz output, 146.295 MHz input, 136.5 Hz PL* 

2 m: 146.595 MHz simplex 

1.25 m: 223.760 MHz output, 222.160 MHz input, 110.9 Hz PL 

70 cm: 446.000 MHz simplex 

70 cm: 448.320 MHz output, 443.320 MHz input, 141.3 Hz PL (private) 

70 cm: 449.100 MHz output, 444.100 MHz input, 110.9 Hz PL (private) 

70 cm: 449.180 MHz output, 444.180 MHz input, 107.2 Hz PL (private) 

70 cm: 449.680 MHz output, 444.680 MHz input, 131.8 Hz PL (private) (off-air) 

*Primary Net—Thursdays, 1900 hours 

Upcoming Events: 

• May 7, 1900-2100 hours: OCRA-

CES meeting, members only, at 
Loma Ridge 

• May 7, 1900 hours: San Bernardi-

no Microwave Society Meeting, 
American Legion Hall, 1024 S. 
Main Street, in Corona 

• May 11, 1830 hours: South Or-

ange Amateur Radio Association 
(SOARA) meeting, Norman P. 
Murray Community and Senior 
Center, 24932 Veterans Way, Mis-
sion Viejo 

• May 15, 1900 hours: Orange 

County Amateur Radio Club 
(OCARC) meeting, American Red 
Cross (George M. Chitty Building), 
600 Parkcenter Drive, Santa Ana 

• May 16, 0900 hours: Clairemont 

Repeater Association bimonthly 
breakfast meeting at Denny’s res-
taurant in Tustin 

• May 25: Memorial Day (no net) 

OCSD RACES Coordinator 
Lee Kaser, KK6VIV, (714) 628-7081 

Chief Radio Officer 
Scott Byington, KC6MMF 

Assistant Chief Radio Officer 
Joe Selikov, KB6EID 

Assistant Radio Officer  
Randy Benicky, N6PRL 

Chief Radio Officer Emeritus 
Ken Bourne, W6HK 

May 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 Weekly 60 m 
ACS Net 

3 4 Weekly 2 m 
ACS Net 

5 6 7 OCRACES 
Meeting 

8 9 Weekly 60 m 
ACS Net 

10 11 Weekly 2 m 
ACS Net & 
SOARA Meet-
ing 

12 13 14 15 Orange 
County Ama-
teur Radio Club 
Meeting 

16 Weekly 60 
m ACS Net 

17 18 Weekly 2 m 
ACS Net 

19 20 21 22 23 Weekly 60 
m ACS Net 

24 25 Memorial 
Day (no net) 

26 27 28 29 30 Weekly 60 
m ACS Net 
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Visit Our Web Site 
https://ocraces.org 
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Meet Your County of Orange RACES Members! 

“W6ACS …  

Serving  

Orange County”  

County of Orange RACES 

Ken Bourne 
W6HK 

Scotty Byington 
KC6MMF 

Joe Selikov 
KB6EID 

Heide Aguire 
K3TOG 

Ken Tucker 
WF6F 

Lee Kaser 
KK6VIV 

Robert Stoffel 
KD6DAQ 

Officers 

OCSD Emergency Management Division 

2644 Santiago Canyon Road 

Silverado, CA 92676 

Telephone: (714) 628-7081 

Fax: (714) 628-7154 

E-mail: LKaser@OCSheriff.gov 

OCSD  
RACES 
Coordinator 

Questions or Comments? 

Contact NetControl Editor Ken Bourne, W6HK 

kbourne.ocsd@earthlink.net 

Fran Needham 
KJ6UJS 

Randy Benicky 
N6PRL 

Chuck Streitz 
KK6HFS 

Ron Mosher 
K0PGE 

Chi Nguyen 
KE6MVS 

Ted Lavino 
KG6LZP 

Joel Bishop 
AJ6ZP 

Dick Palm 
KN6RVU 

Lance Rzepiejewski 

AK6TL 

David Janisch 
KN6HEE 

Luis Torres 
KC6THP 

Eric Bowen 
W6RTR 

Bill Ehart 
KM6ZHO 

Bill Griffin 
KO6JHY 

https://ocraces.org
mailto:LKaser@OCSheriff.gov
mailto:kbourne.ocsd@earthlink.net

